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From St. James's Square, 
November 27. 


E. muft not believe 
what cvery Poet 
and Writer of 
Romances makes 
fome People fay 


of the State of Perfons in Love. 
Their Sufferings are intollerable,and 
may be drawn out in abundance of 
Inftances. 1 mean not only that 
Love which we fee pafs every Day 
between the different Sexes, but all 
kind of Love whatfoever. A grave 
Phyfician came to me this Evening 
and told me a very melancholy Sro- 
ry. Sir Heifer (fayshe) it is my 

fhce to advife in the Diftempers 
of the Body, but it is yours to give 
Counfel in the Troubles of the Mind. 
I have been juft now to vifit a Per- 


fon that will neither live nor dye; 
he tells me he has made up his Ac- 
counts for the other Life ; but as to 
the prefent World all things are in 
a mighty Confufion. Upon the Phy- 
fician’s Requeft 1 went to fee the 
languifhing Man. When I came in- 
to the Room where he lay, Ll ask d 
him what it was that opprefs’d him. 
He told me his Difeafe was the Pains 
of the Heart. I look’d upon him 
with Concern, and faw that he was 
very much fhatrer’d by the War, as 
having feveral Bullets lodged in his 
Body, and many Wounds in his 
Fleth. Thofe Misfortunes, he told 

me, never diftracted his Peace. His 
Trouble was for the lofs of a dear 

Comrade in the late Battle in Spain, 
with whom he had travell’d many 

Years, and accompanied him in‘ fe- 

veral dangerous Adventures. He 

lamented that he had not the good 
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Fortune to be there and dye with 
him, or at leaft co bind up his bleed- 
ing Waunds in his laft Extremity, 
which good Office he faid he had 
often done for him. I ask’d the Wo- 
man who atrended him, bow long 
it was {ince he heard the unhappy 
She told me it had not been 
conGmed to him above fix Weeks ; 
and then he was a healthy and robuft 
Man ; but now (fays fhe) he is be- 
come a meer Skeleton,’ a fimall Pile 
of Skin and Bones. 1 gave him all 
the wholfom Advice I was capable 
of : I told him at parting, he aéted 
very much unlike a brave Man, to 
grieve that a Heroe was gone to re- 
céive the Reward of his noble Ex- 
ploits. The fight of this miferable 
Object lets me tnto the View, that 
in all Cafes true Love is an inexhau 
{tible Source of Pains and Diforders, 
yet it is avery neceflary Paifion for 
the Prefervation of living Creatures. 
"Tis the Soul of the World, with 
refpect to them ; Divine Providence 
has annex'd thereto many Charms 
and Pleafures; bur on the other 
hand it is attended with a thoufand 
Troubles. How many People can 
neither eat, nor drink, nor fleep, 
and lofe their Wits upon that ac- 
count. The Number of thofe who 
die of it is greater than ’tis thought ; 
they who hang themfelves for it are 
indeed f{Carce, yet forme doit, This 
concerns them whofe Love is not 
anfwered. Asforthofe who are as 
much beloved as they love others, 
they pay dear for their Pleafures : 
For not to fay that their Reafon is 


7 
N ews. 


diforder'd, and that their Paffion is 
frequently contrary to their true In- 
tereft,whtreby they are expofed toa 
vaft Number of Troubles; Does not 
bare Jealoulie, which commonly at- 
tends their Paflich, make them fuf.- 
ficiently unhappy ? Can there be a 
more lamentable and dreadful Con- 
dition than that of jealous People ? 
Whether their Jealoufy be well or 
ill-grounded, “tis all one ; their Tor- 
ment is never the lefs: they are no 
lefs perfecuted by the Chimera’s and 
Phantoms of their Imagination ; the 
Fire wherewith they are wafted and 
confumed is not more tolerable for 
it. And therefore it may be faid, 
that it there was a River that would 
cure Lovers, it would be more va- 
luable than Gold. Zuccole makes a 
very natural Defcription of the Fury 
of Jealoufy, when “ introduces in 
his Dialogues, a Man extremely 
greedy of the fweet Pleafures of 
Love, and yet refolved not to mind 
them, provided his beloved Object 
be not kind to any body clfe. Bur 
becaufe he cannot expe& fuch a 
thing, he vexes himfelf, and eafes 
his Grief only by curfing Jealoufy, 
as a Monfter that came out of Hell. 
I have heard of a Lady who havin 
fung with a melancholly Tune, a 
appeared very forrowful, was ask’d 
what made her fo five ; and in- 
ftead of anfwering, fhe faid,the Tor- 
ments of Jealoufy obliged an Italian 
Poet to make a Re wherein he 
tells his Confeffor, if you defign to 
punifh me for the Faults I have 
com 
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committed out of Love, enjoyn me 
to fall in Love again, for there is no 
greater Pain than that. 





From Grefham-College, Novem), 28. 


THE Royal Society has com. 

plained to me of the great Neg- 
le&t of late put upon their Works, 
Divers Phyficians and Lawyers have 
alfo told me, that few buy up their 
Books ; which they look upon to be 
very undervaluing to the Sciences 
they make Profeilon of. I am not 
as yet come to any Rifolution to 
anfwer thf Gentlemen touching 
their feveral Grievanccs. All that 
I have leifure to {pedk to the mat- 
ter at prefent, is, I] doubt they grow 
idle, and ; ‘int nothing that_is wor- 
thy of Rei k. J know Philofophy 
and Poetry are look’d upon by the 
Greatnefs of the Notion, and the 
Beauty of the Stile, which is to be 
found in the Difcourfes or theVerfes. 
The Greek Writers, though rarely 
underfiood, and read by very few, 
ufed to be of great Value when there 
was any Variety or Curi ity to be 
found in them; and I believe ali 
fine Pieces which are not too intri- 
cate and obfcure, will ftill continue 
to be admir'd by the ingenious. I 
had fcarce gone through thefe De- 
bates with a clear Reputation, but 
was attacked by aGentleman in the 
Company,who turn’d the Difcourfe 
and faid, he thought the Fables of 
Fupiter and Mercury were defigned 


by the Authors to deride the Roman 
Catholick Religion, and reje& the 
Truths that they teach concerning 
a Deity under pretence of ridiculing 
Paganifm. L replied, that many of 
the Fathers of the Church who have 
expofed the Ridiculoufnefs of falfe 
Deities, are very much to be praited. 
They-knew that by infpiring the 
Chriftians with Contempt and Aver- 
fion for Paganifm, they ftrengthen’d 
their Faith, and gave them Arms 
to refift Perfecution. But Lycian, 
who did fo much ridicule the falfe 
Gods of the Heathens, and made a 
moft lively and agrceable Deicrip- 
tion of the Follies and Impoftures of 
the Religion of the Grecians, deferves 
notwititanding to be detefted ; fince 
inftead of doing it out of a good 
Motive,he had no other Defign than 
to fatistie his Satyrical Humour, and 
was no lefS indifferent for Truth 
than for Lies. Thofe two Models, 
that of the Fathers of the Church, 
and that of Lueian, might ferve to 
make one judge of feveral Satyrs, 
which have been lately made againft 
Abufes in Matters of Religion. Ra- 
Lelais ought to be look’d upon as a 
Copilt of Lucian, and I think the 
fame ought to be faid of Bonaventure 
des Periers ; for it appears that the 
Proteftants are not lefs angry with 
the Cymbalum Mundi than the Catho- 
licks. Only we muft obferve that a 
great many Abufes have crept into 
Chriftianity, which are fo like thofe 
of the Heathens, that one cannot 
write againft the Pagans without af- 
fording many devout Men a Pre- 

tence 
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tence to fay, that the Chriftian Re- 
ligion is run through the fides of the 
Paganifm. *Tis the Duty of thofe 
who give Occafion for fuch Re- 
proaches, to examine ferioufly what 
was their Intention, and whether 
they did actually defign that their 
Defcriptions of the Faults of the 
Heathens fhauld be look’d upon as a 
Picture of Modern Abufes. Thus 
we fate difpuring at the Learned 
Board in the College lfke the Anci- 
ent Senators of Rome, Criticizing up- 
on feveral nice Points, when one of 
the Aflembly told me at breaking 
up, the whole Body of the Members 
would be glad of my Company and 
Advice at all their Mectings ; I faid, 
I thought it might tend a little more 
to my Honour if they made me one 
of their Society. 





I received the following Piece 
from a Gentleman, who tells 
me it is the Copy of a Lerter 
fent to his Sifter trom her Gal- 
lant. 


ou, Madam ; 


I Muft undeceive 

the Glory of treating me ill is not 
fo great as you imagine ; I have had 
Miltreites who were more violent 


than you, and knew better how to 
repulfe my Attacks, yet did not talk 
Of it. Perhaps you never treated any 
body ill but me. if you would tell all 
things that pafs'd between us I could 
endure your Vanity well enough, 
Why all this Buftle, and fo much 
Noife? The Sharpnefs of your Re- 
primands was not very fevere; in 
es I deferved more; neverthe- 
efs you were afraid of being in too 
great a Patiion, left I fhould be pro- 
vok’d. You aflumed fuch an Air as 
might perfwade me that you would 
be no more offended with my Frec- 
dom. Burt your Gentlenefs did not 
pacify me; for when I fiw your 
Refiltance grow fo quickly faint, I 
defpifed a Victory fo eafily gained. 
Confefs the Truth, Madam ; this 
was the Caufe of your Rage; Con- 
tempt offended you,and you thought 
it neceflary to cloak it with the 
— of Difpleafure. Fare. 
well, 


This Epiftle defcribes in exa& 
Figures the Vanity of both Sexes, 
the Weaknefs of the Women, in 
fhewing themfelves too fond ; and 
the Nature of the Men, when they 


know they are beloved. 





